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29th ANNIVERSARY SEASON 

 A FEAST FOR THE SENSES 

 

SLAVS…WITH A TWIST 
 
 

The second concert for the 29th Anniversary Season of The Chamber Music Society of Fort Worth will be on 

Saturday, October 15, 2016 in the auditorium of the Modern Art Museum of Fort Worth. The concert will 

begin at 2:00 pm and will be preceded by the highly popular Pre-Concert Conversation with Laurie Shulman 

and Gary Levinson beginning at 1:15 pm also in the auditorium.  

 

About the Artists 

 

Sergei Babyan: Piano 

Armenian-born pianist, Sergei Babayan studied at the Moscow Conservatory. Recitalist, orchestral soloist, 

chamber musican, recording artist, and teacher, Mr. Babayan has garnered high-praise for his performances.  

He has also performed several concerts with his star student, Danill Trifonov. Acclaimed pianist and 

composer, Dmitri Levkoich whose work is being presented on this concert was also a student of Mr. Babayan. 

Mr. Babyan, a Laureat of the Queen Elizabeth and Busoni International Piano Competitions, is a first prize 

winner of the Robert Casadesus International Competition.  As a recording artist the New York Times praised 

him for his “extraordinary technique and ability to play densely harmonized works with illuminating 

transparency and a daunting measure of control.”   

 

Suren Bagratuni: Cello 

 Aremenian-born, cellist Suren Bagratuni,  also trained at the Moscow Conservatory.  While a student there he 

was the silver medalist at the 1986 InternationalTschaikovsky Competition. In the United States he studied at 

The New England Conservatory. His orchestral and chamber music performances have taken him around the 

world to such prominent venues as the Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center and the Moscow 

Philharmonic.  Mr. Bagratuni is currently Artist-Teacher and Professor of Cello at Michigan State University. 

 

Gary Levinson: Violin 

Since becoming the Artistic Director for CMSFW in 2013, Gary Levinson has continued to bring world-class 

artists and progamming to Fort Worth.  Levinson, who was born in St. Petersburg, began his violin studies at 

the age of 5 at the Leningrad Special Music School.  In addition to his post as Senior Principal Associate 

Concert Master of the Dallas Symphony he is a sought-after chamber musician, soloist, participant in various 

summer music festivals, pedegogue, and recording artist.  Mr. Levinson performs on an Antonio Stradivari 

violin, crafted in 1726. 
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The title of the program is described as such by Levinson: “Slavs… with a Twist.”  Artistic Director for 

CMSFW Gary Levinson explains the program thus:  “The twist is that we have a “true” Slav in Dvořák and 

two related Slavs, Ukranian and Russian. The idea is to explore the familiar language of the Slavic Bohemian 

culture with a dose of Soviet realism and modern day Romanticism.”  And it might be added that two 

Armenians and one Russian are the presenters on this remarkable concert. 

 

The program is as follows: 

 

Levkovich   Triosatz 

 

Dvořák   Piano Trio # 3, Op. 65 in F minor 

 

Shostakovich   Piano Trio #2, Op. 67 in E minor 

  

Season tickets  for the 2016-17 season are still available with six tickets being offered for the price of five.   

Single tickets are available by calling 817-877-3003, online at www.chambermusicFW.org, and at the door.  

Single tickets are are $7-$35.  Special family rates are also available on request. For more information 

about this concert and the 2016-17 season, please visit the website at www.chambermusicFW.org 
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